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Abstract : No nation is an island. Because domestic policies are ISSN 2454-308X
constantly affected by developments outside, nations are compelled to

(rather than sit on the fence or out-rightly isolate themselves) enter into

dialogue with target or initiating entities or form alliance(s) for the

purpose of enhancing their status quo, or increasing their power or g'770024"543081
prestige and survival in' the international system.

Because international relations is in transition following emerging realities in the
international system, it has become complex and even more difficult arriving at a more
universally acceptable definition of the subject. But this is not peculiar to international
relations as there are more intense disagreements over the definition of political sciences
itself. Nevertheless scholars have persisted in their attempt to define international relations.

As Stanley Hoffman writes, “the discipline of international relations is concerned with the
factors and the activities which affect the external policies and power of the basic units into
which the world is divided.”

Introduction : Thus, international relations is concerned with all the exchange transactions,
contacts, flow of information and the resulting behavioral responses between and among
separate organized societies. International relations could encompass many different
activities social, economic, religious and so forth in so far as they have implications for
international political relations.

In the words of Karl Wolfgang Deutsch (1968), “An introduction to the study of international
relations in our time is an introduction to the art and science of the survival of mankind. If
civilization is killed in the nearest future, it will not be killed by famine or plague, but by
foreign policy and international relations.”

The point expressed here is that we can cope with hunger and pestilence, but we cannot deal
with the power of our own weapons and our own behavior as nation states.

It is important to note that since the end of World War 1, nation states have possessed
unprecedented instruments for national action in the form of ideologies and weapons, and
they have become even more dangerous vehicles of international conflict, carrying the
potential for its escalation to mutual destruction and ultimate annihilation. The nation state
holds the power to control most events within its borders, but few events beyond them.

It is thus decisively important for the student of international relations to understand that the
world of today is marked by two factors. One fact has to do with the nature of power in the
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age of the atom; the other concerns the interdependence of mankind in an age of the
individual.
Other definitions :

1. “International relations is the branch of political science that studies relations between
countries of the world." (Encarta).

2. "It is not only the nations seek to regulate, varied types of groups-nations, states,
governments, people, region, alliances, confederations, international organizations,
cultural organizations, religious organizations must be dealt with in the study of
international relations if the treatment is to be made realistic.” (Quincy Wright)

3. "International relations is concerned with the factors and activities, that affect the
external policies and the powers of the basic units into that the world is divided."
(Hoffman).

4. "International relations is the discipline, that tries to explain political activities across
state boundaries (Trevor Tayor).

It embraces all kinds of relations traversing state boundaries, no matter whether they are of an
economic, legal, political or any other character, whether they be private or official, and all
human behavior originating on one side of a state boundary International relations studies
foreign relations, diplomacy. agreements and pacts, international law, international
organizations, inter-state interaction, war and peace, international justice and alliances etc.
pacts, international law, international organizations, inter-state interaction, war and peace,
international justice and alliances etc.

Nature of International Relations

International Relations, like the world community itself are in transition. In a rapidly
changing and increasingly complex world, it encompasses much more than relations among
nation states and international organization and groups. It includes a variety of transitional
relationships at various levels, above and below the level of the nation states. International
relations are a multidisciplinary field gathering together the international aspects of politics,
economics, geography, history, law, sociology, psychology , philosophy and cultural studies.
It is a meta-discipline.

Scope of International Relations

International relations topic cover diplomacy, treaties, question of war and peace, global
happenings, commercial, cultural, educational. social, religious international alliances and
international organizations etc. The scope of international relations can be discussed.
Establishment of League of Nations. In modern time the field. of the study was widened with
the establishment of the League of Nations in 1920, after the First World War due to the
sincere efforts of Woodrow Wilson of USA. The establishment of the League of Nations
contributed to the study of international relations. Therefore, the study of international
organizations and international institutions was also included in its preview.
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Emergence of USA and USSR as a Super Powers. Emergence of USA and USSR as
superpowers further widened the scope of international relations. After the second World
War the world transformed into bipolarity from multi-polarity with USA and USSR
flourishing in international affairs. Both the superpowers conducted international relations
according to their own interests.

Establishment of United Nations. After the end of World War Il various international
conferences were held. Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin met at Tehran and Yalta. They agreed
in principle to form a worldwide international organization for peace loving states. Therefore,
an acceptable charter was signed on 26th June 1945. United Nations is a global organization
of independent and sovereign states and its main aim is "to maintain international peace and
security.” The establishment of the UN also contributed to the study of international relations
to great extent.

Emergence of USA as a Superpower (New World Order). I'ne end of USSR as a superpower
in Dec, 1990 changed the whole world and USA emerged as a superpower that adopted
international politics in such a way that majority of the nations of the world visualized
themselves as the subjected mission of the single power. The Gulf War of 1991 paved the
way for USA to emerge as a superpower that resulted in the USA's N.W.O under that USA
became the master of the world politics. Emergence of USA as a superpower also extended
the scope of international relations.

Technological Development. Technology exercises profound influence on the power base of
a state as well as the course of international relations. Technology at least in three spheres,
industrial, communication and military, has greatly influenced the power of the state. Due to
technological development the world has become a global village. Technological
development also extended the scope and value of international relations.

Globalization. Due to certain reasons the scattered world is going towards integration. The
world is now a single village and states are incomplete with one another. This situation
increased the scope of international relations.

Conclusion:

International relations are thus concerned with every form of interaction between and
amongst nations. Such interactions can also occur between corporation and social groups.
Examples are interactions between member states of the OPEC or the International Human
Rights Commissions. The moment such interactions cross a state boundary it is of interest to
the study of International Relations. International relations recognize and respond to the fact
that the foreign policy goals that nations pursue can be a matter of permanent consequences
to some or all of the others.
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